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The Boys Are Coming Home 


Words and Music by 
CHARLES H. CONGDON 



mer - ry din of whis - ties 
thrill of joy they're feel - ing 
joy . ful, bliss - ful meet - ings 


As their trans-port cuts the foam! See the 

As with mar. tial step they come;Bands are 

In the homes that wait - ed long! How thes e 
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REFRAIN 




join the roar - ing wel - come When the 

boys re - torn tri - urn - phant To Co 

glo - rious dead that fought for us- O 


boys come march-ing home, 
lum - bias peace-ful shore. 
God re - ceive them home! 



The Boys etc. 2 
















































A Wonderful Welcome 


The following incident, reported in one of the War Community Service bulletins en¬ 
titled “Welcoming Home the Boys” furnished the inspiration for this song. It reads as 
follows “Mr. C. H. Congdon has the distinction of putting on the first soldier’s greeting 
with a chorus of singers on a boat at tfie Port of Embarkation. 

“On the arrival at New York harbor pf the transport Celtic, carrying over two thou¬ 
sand returning soldiers, fully thirty five singers, including the Police Quartet of Jersey 
City, were on hand at seven o’clock in the morning to board the greeting boat wliichwas 
anchored near the battery. 

“Mr. Congdon had already obtained permission from Mr. Grover C. Whalen, secretary 
to Mayor Hylan, the idea having been endorsed by Mr. Rodman Wanamaker, Mr. Edward 
Cochems and others. At seven fifteen the greeting boat started out to meet the Celtic as 
it hove in sight well down the bay. 

“it was a wonderful experience. The soldiers lined up along the rail of the ship,waving 
and cheering and, whenever they could catch a familiar strain as it was wafted acrossthe 
water, they joined in the singfng. 

“The greeting boat escorted the transport up the river and into the dock where,for half 
an hour or more, greetings were exchanged at close range. 

“The soldiers flung foreign coins at the singers who,in turn, threw back pocket-knives 
and such trinkets as they happened to have. 

“There was an affecting scene when one of the singers discovered that she was welcom¬ 
ing her own brother.” 







